WILL!AM CHARLES MAC READY.
CHAPTER   III.
FORGING  AHEAD. 1816-1823.
THOUGH Macready did not at first (or perhaps at last) recognize the fact, his arrival in London was certainly well-timed. The poetic drama, it is true, was entering upon a period of disruption and decline. Throughout his career, the state of the theatre was a perpetual source of torture to his artistic susceptibilities; but for his personal fame and fortune the conditions were, on the whole, as favourable as could be desired. In 1816 the stage was rapidly clearing, as though in preparation for a new actor of the first magnitude. Mrs. Siddons had formally retired four years earlier; John Philip Kemble was entering upon his farewell season; Miss O'Neill's short and brilliant career had only three more years to run. It was now nearly three years since Edmund Kean had taken London by storm, and he was still at the height of his reputation. His talent and his fame alike may fairly be said to have culminated in his terrible performance of Sir Giles Overreach, which took place in January, 1816. He was only six years older than Macready, and was in every way a rival to be feared. But the brandy-bottle was already doing its work, and